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The subject of this sketch was
born 14 miles north of Chester, S.^
C., a slave, the property Of Mrs.
Rebecca Nance for whom tlirough'
the flow of 86 years he has treas-
;Ureci a respect and affection for
the Christian chart ted and human
sympathy that was the ideal re
lation betwijen Mistress and slave
before emancipation.
In 1870, he began school life un

der Mr. Loomas, a northern white,
man, who taught him his abc's and i
under whom he leai'iieti to read ami I
.spell from tlie old blue back spel-|
ling book. lie ne.xt went to Diddle'
University, Charlotte, N. C. where
he remained under the instruction
of the faculty, particularly _ Ur.

,  Mattoon, for four years. At Biddie
he was licensed to preach the Gos-

1 .t f ^ pel.
if C Sih'C He commenced to preach in 1875.

He began teaching in the negro
school at Blackstock, S. C. the same
year (1875), succeeding Mr. Chris-

iviLPJi i3<L» iL,iLH'«u — T. W. Ruff stands in front of a 1946 hearse, which Rufftopher Elder, a white man. Here
Motor Company ordered for the late Alexander Russell (standing, far left). Thcjie began to show his ability as an
.. ... « . i 'S a .irk - 1 t ̂  11}
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NOT SO LONG AGO

Motor Company orderea tor tne late Aiexanaer tiusseu ̂ siammig, lai len;. ani-ne uegan to suuw i..®

hearse, which resembled an elongated '46 Ford car, Is said to have been the onlyinstructor of youth and the thiee
one ever ordered through a local company. Mr. Russell was owner of Rnssellgreat qualitms
FuneralHome, now Rnssell-McCutchen. The picture belongs to T.W. Ruff, Jr. i^u,„ijity of nature and unselfish-

lln Sali.slnu-V} N. C. ness of character.
Th
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e first has enabled him all

through his 86 years to envision
God in his greatness, his wisdom
and his providence and mercy.
The second has enabled him to

merit the respect of the white race I
as well as the veneration of thel
colored race. i
The third has put upon hinr the

seal of approval of both God and
man and causes generation after
generation of negroes to call his
name bles.sed.
In 1SS2, in his 38rd year he mar

ried Mary J. Watts, aged 20, who
still survives as a benign and bles.s-
ing, through the half century of
their useful wedded life; he as
principal and she as assistant
teacher in the Blackstock Colored
School.

On account of age they both have
retired from teaching. In apprecia
tion of his usefulness and the high
type of negro citizenship he has
ever displayed the white trustees
of the School District have named
the School for Colored children
,"The Rus.soll School." It stands:
just across the railroad from the
White Bapti.st church in Black-
stock, a monument to his una.5sum-
ing, gentle nobleness of character
as a citizen of the negro race.
The late Rev. J. A. White, Asso

ciate Reformed Presbyterian min
ister, made this remark of him once,
"I feel no sbsime or hesitation in
referring to him as Mr. Rus.seil.
Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God."

Benjamin Russell and his wife
live on a farm of 40 acres east of
Blackstock, venerated for their age,
respected for their virtues, regaid
ed with affection by^thek,,J»ei&l»s
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